
Russell Smith Values Statement 
I	  believe	  in	  one	  God	  who	  made	  all	  things.	  	  	  

I	  believe	  that	  God	  became	  manifest	  in	  Christ,	  and	  that	  He	  lived	  and	  died	  for	  our	  salvation	  from	  sin	  so	  
that	  we	  might	  have	  a	  relationship	  with	  Him.	  

I	  believe	  that	  the	  Bible	  is	  the	  inspired	  word	  of	  God.	  

I	  believe	  that	  we	  are	  called	  to	  develop	  a	  relationship	  with	  God	  through	  prayer,	  study,	  contemplation,	  
meditation,	  discipline,	  and	  acts	  of	  love.	  

With such beliefs as a foundation, I hold the following values: 
 
Accomplishment 
I value the feeling of accomplishment that comes from creating and completing things.  It is the feeling of a 
ownership of a job well done after a lot of  hard work.  I’ve found this sense through such creative outlets 
as theater, writing, speaking, and music as well as other projects and goals I’ve set for myself.  It is my 
belief that this sense of accomplishment is a gift from God for our imitation of Him through creativity. 
 
Exploration and Discovery 
I value the feeling of discovery that comes from learning new things.  It is the feeling of freshness and 
newness, of awe and wonder, and a feeling of play.  This feeling leads me to explore many areas of 
knowledge.   I believe that in knowledge, we can better understand ourselves and God. 
 
Stewardship 
I value the sense of responsibility that comes from wise use of  God given resources.  It is the feeling of  
accountability and discipline aimed at pleasing God.  These resources include my body, my mind, my 
talents, my time, my finances, and the environment in which I live and work.  I believe that God intends for 
us to find abundance in simplicity and stewardship of what we have. 
 
Relationships 
I value the sense of connectedness with others.  It is the feeling of a sharing of minds and souls that comes 
from sharing thoughts, ideas, struggles, and experiences.  This connectedness comes from family and 
friends.  I believe that this connectedness is a blessing given by God.  It is driven by the maxim “people are 
more important than things.” 
 
Reflection 
I value the sense of personal growth.  It is the feeling of humility and inner discovery that comes from 
reflection, study, and experience.  This personal growth is driven by processing the experiences of daily life 
in relation to how they inform my understanding of my self and God.  I believe that reflection is integral to 
integrating all the other values here. 
  
Support of Others 
I value the sense of being helpful to others.  It is the feeling akin to accomplishment and relationships that 
comes from performing a service for someone else.  This service might come from building a house, or 
reading a book, or teaching a skill.  I believe through this helping of others, God approaches them and helps 
them to grow. 
 


